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^ (57) Abstract: In a confocal optical system comprising a light source (13), a first focusing means (14), a second focusing means (16), 
^ an aperture (17) and a detector (18), the detector (18) has a plurality of light receiving areas and detects displacement by detecting 
the intensity distribution of an image due to positional difference between the focal spot of the second focusing means (16) and the 
^5 aperture (17), and the displacement is corrected by controlling the aperture position through a drive means (19) and a control means 
▼H (20). Furthermore, the aperture (17) is oscillated in the direction of the optical axis and displacement of the aperture (17) in the 
1^ direction of the optical axis is detected/corrected from the variation in output from the detector (18). 
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